119.   SARDOLTS DECISION
January 30, 1922
Bardoli has come to a momentous decision. It has made its
final and irrevocable choice. Vithalbhai Patel, the President, ad-
dressed a conference1 of the representatives of the Taluka in a
speech impressive for its warning. He certainly did not mince
matters. There was an audience of khaddar-clad representa-
tives numbering 4,000. There were five hundred women, a large
majority of whom were also in khaddar. They were interested
and interesting listeners. It was an audience of sober, respon-
sible men and women with a stake.
I followed Vithalbhai and went through every one of the
conditions of mass civil disobedience laid down by the Congress.2
I took the sense of the meeting on every one of the conditions, sepa-
rately. They understood the implications of Hindu-Muslim-
Parsi-Christian unity. They realized the significance and the
truth of non-violence. They saw what the removal of untouchabi-
lity meant; they were prepared, not merely to take into national
schools, but to induce untouchable children to join them; they
have had no objection to the untouchable drawing water from
the village wells. They knew that they were to nurse the untouch-
able sick as they would nurse their ailing neighbours. They knew
that they could not exercise the privilege of non-payment of reve-
nue and other forms of civil disobedience until they had purified
themselves in the manner described by me. They knew, too, that
they had to become industrious and spin their own yarn and
weave their own khaddar. And lastly, they were ready to face
forfeiture of their movables, their cattle and their land. They
were ready to face imprisonment and even death, if necessary, and
they would do all this without resentment.
There was an old dissentient voice on the question of un-
touchability. He said, what I said was right in theory, but it was
difficult in practice to break down the custom all of a sudden. I
drove the point home but the audience had made up its mind.
Before the larger meeting I had met the real workers, about
fifty in number. Before that meeting Vithalbhai Patel, some work-
1 Held on January 29, 1922
2 Vide the preceding item.